WPS Bulletin | Vol 02 Issue 005 May 2025

| rewib.org

02 May 2025 Vol. 02 Issue 005 @
%’ REWiB

WPSBULLETIN

Welcome to theMay 2025 Issue of
the WPS Bulletin

A Message from the Editor

This month’s bulletin comes at a time when the women, peace and
security (WPS) agenda require deeper interrogation through a feminist
lens. As conflicts intensify on the continent the need to dismantle
patriarchal structures and systems that reinforce gender inequality and
oppression and to promote women's agency and leadership in peace
processes is critical to achieving sustainable and transformative peace.

Across the African continent, the lives and dignity of women and girls
are increasingly under siege threatened by armed conflict, and a cycle
of displacement and systemic exploitation. In South Sudan, renewed clashes are not only
displacing communities but also blocking critical humanitarian access to malnourished
children, many of whom are girls, hence exacerbating their vulnerabilities. In West Africa,

Nigerian girls trapped in unsafe and exploitative goldmines reveals a tragic intersection of
poverty, gender-based violence and environmental injustice.

Liberia is confronting a deeply disturbing crisis of familial rape, a form of violence that strives
in stigma and silence. Meanwhile, Burkina Faso continues to endure relentless Jihadist attacks
that have triggered mass displacement, particularly impacting women and girls who are left
without security, education, or economic opportunities.

Rising crises in Mozambique and the Central African Republic further illustrate the systemic
failure to safeguard the rights of women in conflict zones. Yet, even amid despair, stories of
resilience continue to inspire. In Uganda, coffee farming is being reimagined-not only as a
livelihood, but as a toll for women’s economic empowerment. This innovation provides a
powerful reminder that sustainable peace is not only about the absence of violence, but the
presence of justice, opportunity, and dignity.

As we reflect on these developments, this issue reaffirms the call for full and urgent
implementation of the WPS Agenda. It is a call for inclusive and intersectional peacebuilding,
for protection and prevention of violence against women and girls, for gender-equitable
recovery, and for women’s meaningful participation in decision-making at all levels. We



dedicate this issue to amplifying the voices and experiences of women across the region and to
fostering transformative solutions that honor their resilience and uphold their rights.

We welcome your feedback to enable us to improve and meet your expectations.

In Solidarity,

Helen Kezie-Nwoha
Editor

Compiled By: Victoria Kunihira, Susan Asio and Pauline Kahuubire
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ACRONYMS

ARVs Antiretroviral Drugs

3R Return, Reclamation, and Rehabilitation
CAR Central African Republic

CPC Coalition of Patriots for Change

CSOs Civil Society Organisations

CWI Cartier Women'’s Initiative

DDR Disarmament, Demobilization, Reintegration
DREAMS Determined, Resilient, Empowered, AIDS-free, Mentored, and Safe
GIMAC Gender Is My Agenda Campaign

GNU Government of National Unity

HIV Human Immunodeficiency Viruses
JNIM Jama’a Nasrat ul-Islam wa al-Muslimin
NGO Non-Government Organisation

PeRP Pre-exposure Prophylaxis

RADA Special Deterrence Force

RSF Rapid Support Forces

SCC Sudan Council for Churches

SGBV Sexual and Gender-Based Violence

SSA Stability Support Apparatus

UN United Nations

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund

UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
UNICEF United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund

usS United States

USAID United States Agency for International Development
WCC World Council for Churches

WEFP World Food Programme

WPS Women, Peace, and Security
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A New Chapter in Advancing the Women, Peace and Security Agenda in Africa

Researchers Without Borders (REWiB) warmly welcomes the newly appointed African Union
Commission Special Envoy on Women, Peace, and Security, Ambassador Liberata Mulamula, who
officially assumes office on 1 ]uly 2025. She succeeds the distinguished Madam Bineta Diop, whose

- trailblazing leadership and dedication to the women,
peace, and security (WPS) Agenda have laid a powerful
foundation for feminist peacebuilding across the
continent. We honor her legacy and the transformative
work she has championed over the years.

As an organisation committed to advancing the WPS
Agenda, Researchers Without Borders looks forward to
working closely with the new Special Envoy to deepen
feminist research, discourse, and advocacy on peace
and security in Africa. This transition offers an opportunity to reinvigorate continental action on WPS
and address persistent and emerging threats to women’s' rights and leadership in conflict-affected
contexts.

We are eager to collaborate in amplifying the voices and agency of women and girls, promoting
inclusive policy reforms, and generating evidence to drive gender-responsive peacebuilding and
security governance. Together, we can shape a future where women's leadership is central to
sustainable peace and transformative justice across Africa.
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Localizing Gender and Climate Policy in Uganda: A Focus on Kasese

A recent research initiative by Women’s International Peace
Center Makerere University, Nottingham Trent University with
funding from the British Academy focus on Localizing Gender
and Climate Policy in Uganda. The research aims to co-produce
knowledge about the impact of climate change on women’s lives
and their pathways to climate resilience; and investigate the
obstacles to women’s participation in climate decision making
while privileging their voices and life experiences in climate
adaptation plans. The research will examine the extent to which
global and national climate change policies are leading to change at the local level, improving the
lives of women and gender relations, including the distribution of resources. It will invest three
categories of women i) women refugees ii) women displaced by climate change to urban areas iii)
women subsistence farmers in Kasese, Adjumani
and Bududa in Uganda.

This research aligns with the WPS Agenda by
emphasizing the importance of women'’s
participation in climate decision-making and
disaster response in communities and at the
national level, ensuring women’s leadership in
addressing the risks posed by climate change.

Starting with Kasese, the research team led by Helen

Kezie-Nwoha found that women in Kasese are often the primary caregivers and food producers,
making them more vulnerable to the loss of livelihoods, displacement, and increased unpaid care
work triggered by environmental shocks like floods, droughts and landslides. Many have lost
access to farmland, safe shelter, and basic services-further exacerbating poverty, insecurity, and
gender-based violence in already fragile contexts. Yet amid these challenges, women in Kasese are
demonstrating extraordinary resilience and innovation, from forming community savings groups
and climate action collectives to championing agro ecological farming methods and early warning
systems, women remain at the forefront of local adaptation efforts.

Their lived experiences offer critical insight into how gender-responsive climate policies must be
crafted-not from the top to down, but in dialogue with the most affected population. to the research
aims to amplify women’s voices and ensure that national climate and gender policies reflect the
realities on the ground. Through feminist research and local partnerships, the project is supporting
efforts to integrate gender justice in Uganda's climate response frameworks; particularly by
elevating the priorities of women. To build climate resilience that leave no one behind, we must
center women's leadership, knowledge and agency in both policy and practice. Implementation
through dedicated funding and legal accountability. Empowering CSOs and investing in data
systems will be key to sustaining progress. Ending GBV is not only a moral imperative but a
foundational requirement for Africa’s inclusive development.
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South Sudan Clashes Block Aid to Malnourished Children

Recent clashes in South Sudan’s Upper Nile State
have severely disrupted humanitarian aid
efforts, leaving over 60,000 malnourished children
without critical nutrition support. The World Food
Programme (WFP) and UNICEF report that the
ongoing fighting, particularly ~ between
government forces and the Nuer ethnic White
Army, has obstructed aid transport along the Nile
River, -a vital route due to the impassable roads
during the rainy season. Insecurity, therefore forced aid barges carrying food and nutrition supplies
to return in mid-April, and the UN agencies have refrained from storing supplies in local health
centers due to the imminent looting risks. Officials warn that if these Condltlons persist, nutrition
stocks will be depleted by the end of May, likely
escalating malnutrition among vulnerable children.

This crisis underscores the intersections between
conflict, humanitarian access, and the well-being of
women and children, which are core concerns of the
WPS agenda. The obstruction of aid not only
exacerbates  child  malnutrition  but  also
disproportionately affects women, who are often the
primary caregivers and bear the brunt of food
insecurity. UN Security Council Resolution 1325 emphasizes the protection of women and children
in conflict zones and advocates for their meaningful participation in peace processes. Addressing
the current challenges in South Sudan requires a gender-sensitive approach that ensures women’s

involvement in decision-making, safeguards humanitarian corridors, and prioritizes the delivery
of essential services to vulnerable populations. This approach should also include recognizing and
supporting women-led community initiatives that provide alternative support to address local
needs. www.theeastafrican.co.ke/tea/news/east-africa/south-sudan-clashes

United For Reparatory Justice-In the Age of Al

At its fourth session, the UN Permanent Forum on People of African Descent convened activists,
experts, and descendants of both enslaved and enslavers to confront the historical and
contemporary injustices facing people of African descent. The Forum examined how racism and
colonial legacies persist-not just in memory, but in data, algorithms, and institutions, and Al plays
a critical role in this sphere.

As the African Union marks 2025 as the Year for ‘Justice for Africans and People of African Descent
Through Reparations’, the call for justice especially reparative justice has never been more relevant
and crucial. In a world increasingly shaped by artificial intelligence and digital transformation, we
must remain vigilant about how emerging technologies can reinforce, replicate or even deepen
historical and structural injustices.

For the GIMAC (Gender Is My Agenda Campaign) Network and ongoing AU-led advocacy on
6
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reparative justice, the integration of the WPS Agenda into this conversation is essential. Reparative
justice is not only about addressing past wrongs such as slavery, colonialism, and economic
exploitation, it is also about recognizing and redressing their continuing impacts in the digital age.
As artificial intelligence expands, we must ask the important questions: Whose knowledge is
included? Whose bodies and histories are being made visible? Who benefits, and who bears the
cost? These questions are particularly urgent for African women and girls, whose lives continue to
be shaped by intersecting legacies of gendered and radicalized injustices.

At Researchers Without Borders, we echo GIMAC Network's call to center feminist and Pan-African
perspectives in reparative justice efforts-particularly as they relate to digital inequality, data
colonialism, and algorithmic biases. Reparative justice must include the redistribution of power by
especially protecting the rights and dignity of women in digital peacebuilding, and humanitarian
contexts-and ensuring access to ethical decolonial technologies that serve the interests of African
communities. https://x.com/unhumanrights/status/1926926202876346581?s=48

Sudan Orders Halt to South Sudan Oil Exports Citing RSF Attacks

Sudan has ordered a halt to South Sudan’s oil exports through its territory, citing security concerns
amid attacks by the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) on critical infrastructures. The RSF, a paramilitary
group engaged in conflict with Sudan’s military since April 2013, has seized all key oil facilities,
including pumping stations essential for transporting South Sudan’s crude oil to Port Sudan for
international sale. These actions have disrupted the flow of oil, which is vital to South Sudan’s
economy, accounting for a significant portion of its revenue. The suspension of oil exports not only
threatens South Sudan’s financial stability but also exacerbates regional tensions and humanitarian
challenges, with South Sudan already dealing with an influx of refugees and returnees from Sudan.

Economic downturns often disproportionately affect women, limiting their access to essential
services, increasing caregiving burdens, and heightening vulnerability to exploitation and gender-
based violence. Furthermore, the conflict-induced disruptions hinder women’s participation in
peacebuilding and decision-making processes as it increases their vulnerabilities. Addressing these
challenges requires integrating gender perspectives into economic recovery plans and ensuring
women’s active involvement in conflict resolution and governance to foster sustainable peace and
security. https://sudantribune.com/article300781/

Ecumenical Groups Condemn Sudan’s Port Sudan Attacks

Ecumenical organizations, including the World Council for Churches (WCC), have strongly
condemned recent attacks in Sudan, particularly in Al-Jazira state, where assaults by the RSF
resulted in the death of 124 civilians and numerous injuries. These groups are deeply concerned
about the escalating violence and its devastating impact on civilians, especially women, children
and other marginalized communities. They call for an immediate cessation of hostilities, adherence
to international humanitarian laws, and the protection of human rights for all Sudanese people.

Religious institutions in Sudan are playing a pivotal role in addressing the conflict’s impact,

aligning closely with the WPS agenda. The WCC and its partners have highlighted the particular

vulnerabilities of women and girls, who face increased risks of gender-based violence, exploitation,
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and abuse amid the ongoing conflict. These organizations emphasize the need for mental health
support, trauma healing services, and the inclusion of women in peacebuilding and reconciliation
efforts. Furthermore, the WCC has called for the strengthening of the Sudan Council of Churches
(SCC) to coordinate joint efforts among churches and promote interfaith cooperation. This approach
underscores the importance of religious communities in fostering peace, justice, and reconciliation,
particularly by empowering women and ensuring their active participation in these processes,
highlighting the critical role of faith-based initiatives in protecting vulnerable populations and
promoting peacebuilding efforts. Efforts must be made to challenge patriarchal interpretations of
religious texts that perpetuate gender inequality. There should be a focus on empowering women
leaders within religious institutions who are advocating for gender justice and peace.
https://sudantribune.com/article300781/

Nigerian Girls Trapped in West African Gold Mines

Recent reports have uncovered a disturbing trend of Nigerian girls being trafficked to gold mining
regions in Cote D’Ivoire, Mali, Ghana and Burkina Faso. Often lured by false promises of legitimate
employment, these girls find themselves trapped in
exploitative conditions, subjected to forced labour and
sexual exploitation in remote mining camps. Many are
coerced into prostitution and forced marriages, with their
freedom severely restricted and communication with
families cut off. Efforts to rescue and repatriate these
victims are ongoing, with recent operations bringing some
back to Nigeria.

This crisis underscores significant challenges to the WPS agenda, particularly concerning the
protection of women and girls in conflict and post-conflict settings. The exploitation of Nigerian
girls in foreign mining sectors highlights the urgent need for enhanced protection measures by
implementing robust cross-border initiatives to prevent trafficking and protect vulnerable
populations. Also, there should be empowerment programs providing education and economic
opportunities to at-risk girls, to reduce susceptibility
to trafficking. Inclusive policy development should be
put in place to ensure women’s voices are central in
developing policies that address human trafficking
and exploitation. Addressing these issues is crucial for
advancing the WPS agenda and safeguarding the
rights and dignity of women and girls in affected
regions. This also involves engaging with traditional
leaders and community gatekeepers who play a role in
trafficking networks. There should be a strong focus
on cross-border collaboration among African governments to dismantle trafficking rings and
provide support to victims upon rescue and reintegration. https://dailytrust.com/nigerian-girls-
trapped-as-gold-miners-in-cote-divoire-mali-burina-faso-ghana/

Spotlighting the Impact of Investing in Refugee Girls” Education

Girls in refugee settlements face significant challenges, including high-dropout rates, due to
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inadequate educational support, which in turn leads to early marriages, unwanted pregnancies,
child labour and violence. In Uganda’s Kyaka II Refugee Settlement, ALIGHT and the Spotlight
Initiative have collaborated, and are leading efforts to invest in and enhance girls” education and
empowerment, recognizing the unique challenges they face due to displacement, poverty, and
gender-based violence. Most girls residing in the camps are orphans, and despite the efforts from
care givers to provide for their needs, the cost remains heightened - putting the girls at risk of
dropping out of school, and giving up on their education. ALIGHT Uganda has responded to several
cases of girls dropping out of school due to economic related reasons, and referred them to Spotlight
Initiative which works with United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and senior
women teachers to help identify and support such vulnerable cases with school supplies like books,
bags, stationery, sanitary towels and other essential items.

The initiatives and targeted interventions help to overcome and break the systemic barriers these
girls face, and highlight the importance of sustained advocacy and support for girls” education in
settlement camps. This is a critical step toward long-term gender equity in refugee camps.
https://allafrica.com/stories/202505140258.html

Familial Rape in Liberia: A Plea for Justice

Adolescent girls in Liberia have reported cases of intimidation and being silenced from reporting
cases of rape, highlighting the pervasive nature of sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) in the
country. Despite the establishment of specialized courts and support services, many survivors face
significant obstacles in accessing justice, including societal
stigma, inadequate resources, and a culture of impunity. The
laws aimed at protecting women and girls, such as the 2006
rape law have registered weak enforcement. Other
challenges to this include corruption, limited resources and
societal pressures that often bully rape victims into out-of-
court settlements, undermining the formal justice system.
These systemic issues contribute to a culture of impunity,
where perpetrators are rarely held accountable, and survivors are denied justice. This case and
others underscore the urgent need for comprehensive strategies that address both the protection of
survivors and the prevention of SGBV, aligning with the WPS agenda.

Liberia has implemented measures, under the WPS
protection and prevention pillars; such as the creation of the
Women and Children Protection Section within the national
police and the establishment of safe homes for survivors.
However, these services are often under-resourced and not \

widely accessible, particularly in rural areas. Additionally, <

deeply rooted patriarchal norms and practices continue to _
hinder progress, necessitating more robust and culturally sensitive interventions.
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https://allafrica.com/stories/202505140047.html

Jihadist Attacks Devastate the Northern Region of Burkina Faso, Exacerbating Crisis
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Recent jihadist attacks in northern Burkina Faso have
resulted in significant civilian casualties and have
intensified the humanitarian crisis, particularly
affecting women and girls. The Al-Qaeda-affiliated
group Jana’at Nasr al-Islam wal-Muslimin (JNIM)
launched coordinated assaults on multiple locations,
including the strategic town of Djibo, leading to the
deaths of over 100 individuals and increased
vulnerability to sexual violence. Armed Islamist

groups have been reported to target women and girls, subjecting them to verbal and physical
assaults, kidnappings, and rape, especially when they are engaged in daily activities such as
fetching water or on their way to gather firewood.

There has also been a disruption of education due to the conflict, leading to the closure of over 2,500
schools - disproportionately affecting girls” education. The lack of access to education increases the
risk of child marriage and early pregnancies, as families may view marriage as a protective measure
in the face of insecurity. Furthermore, the crisis and violence has severely hindered access to
maternal healthcare services. Terrorist attacks have immediate repercussions on indicators such as
antenatal care visits and assisted deliveries, further endangering the health of women and girls. The
current situation in Burkina Faso calls for urgent need to implement the WPS agenda’s protection
and prevention pillars. This includes safeguarding women and girls from gender-based violence,
ensuring their access to essential services and involving them in peacebuilding processes. The
African Union has recognized the gendered impacts of conflicts in regions like Burkina Faso and
calls for strengthened efforts to support women’s participation in peace and security initiatives.
Addressing the multifaceted challenges faced by women and girls during this time requires a
concerted effort to enhance protection measures, restore access to education and healthcare, and
promote their active involvement in peace and security initiatives.
https://allafrica.com/stories/202505130039.html

Central African Republic Conflict Deepens as Women Bear the Brunt

The Central Africa Republic (CAR) continues to grapple
with escalating violence, with recent attacks by rebel
groups such as the Coalition of Patriots for Change
(CPC) and Return, Reclamation and Rehabilitation
Group (3R), resulting in numerous casualties and
widespread displacement. In March 2025 alone, assaults
in villages like Gbamboro and Bogala displaced over
10,000  people,

exacerbating the 1
humanitarian crisis. The conflict has severely impacted :
women and girls, who face heightened risks of sexual and
gender-based violence. Reports have emerged of abuses
perpetrated by both rebel factions and foreign mercenaries,
notably the Russian Wagner Group. These violations have

not only traumatised victims but also hindered women’s
participation in peacebuilding efforts.

Despite international mandates promoting women’s involvement in peace processes, their
10


https://allafrica.com/stories/202505130039.html

WPS Bulletin | Vol 02 Issue 005 May 2025

representation remains minimal. In key initiatives like the 2022 Republican Dialogue, women
constituted only 17% of participants. Moreover, female candidates in the 2021 elections faced
significant challenges, including physical violence during campaigns. The UN Population Fund
(UNFPA) has distributed dignity kits and provided psychosocial support to affected women.
However, funding shortfalls threaten the continuity of such vital services.

As CAR approaches its 2025 elections, ensuring the safety and inclusion of women in peace and
electoral processes is paramount. Addressing the ongoing violence and supporting women’s active
participation are critical steps in achieving lasting peace and stability in the country.
https://www.unfpa.org

Rising Violence in Mozambique

Mozambique is facing a renewed wave of violence in
its northern Cabo Delgado province, where insurgent
attacks linked to extremist groups have intensified
since early 2024. Communities are being displaced for
the second or third time, with over a million people
now uprooted. Civilians, particularly women and girls
continue to endure widespread insecurity, sexual
violence, and the collapse of essential services. Women
are at the frontline of the crisis, yet remain largely
absent from peacebuilding recovery and decision-making spaces. Protection risks are increasing,
while investments in gender-responsive conflict prevention and humanitarian response remain
insufficient.

Mozambique’s commitments under its WPS National Action Plan risk being sidelined as security
measures dominate the agenda. Without a concerted effort to mainstream gender across all levels
of response (local, national, and international), -the conflict will not only reverse progress on
women’s rights, but will also weaken prospects for sustainable peace and resilience. There are a
few key policy recommendations like elevating
women’s leadership in local peacebuilding and
recovery mechanisms, funding and protecting
women-led organisations responding to crises,
holding perpetrators accountable for conflict-
related sexual violence, and integrating gender
analysis into conflict early warning, humanitarian
relief and the DDR (Disarmament,
Demobilization, and Reintegration) processes.

The Mozambique crisis is, therefore, a test of the international community’s commitment to the
WPS Agenda. A gender-blind response risks deepening the crisis and undermining long-term
peace. https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/05/1163671
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CSOs Ramp up Pressure for Inclusive Coffee Supply Chains

Coffee stands as Uganda’s top cash crop, supporting more than 1.7 million households and
contributing up to 30% of the nation’s foreign exchange
earnings. Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) in the
agricultural sector have raised concerns about the future
of Uganda’s coffee sub-sector, emphasizing the urgent
need for inclusive supply chains that empower
smallholder farmers, particularly women. Civil Society
organisations are calling for the urgent inclusion of
women, particularly those heading households- into
national and regional supply chains to promote
economic stability and gender equality. Amid rising inflation and climate-related disruptions,

many women-led households remain excluded from procurement systems, business development
services, and access to credit.

CSOs argue that integrating women into value chains not only supports Uganda’s economic
recovery but also advances the WPS agenda through promoting women’s economic empowerment
as a pillar for sustainable peace. They are urging policymakers to adopt gender-responsive public
procurement policies, support women entrepreneurs with climate-resilient tools, and ensure that
local women’s groups are part of economic decision making. The call reflects a broader push to
move beyond tokenism and ensure that women are seen as critical actors in post-crisis recovery
and national development. Inclusive supply chains, they argue are not just about economic justice,
-they are essential to peace and holistic stability. www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/csos-

want-inclusive-coffee-supply-chains-5045050/

In eastern Uganda’s Sironko district for example, women are redefining their roles in the coffee
sector, traditionally dominated by men. Through initiatives like Bayaaya Specialty Coffee, founded
by Meridah Nandudu in 2018, over 600 women-comprising about 75% of the company’s registered
farmers have gained greater control over coffee sales and income. Bayaaya promotes female
participation by offering higher prices for coffee delivered by women and providing seasonal
bonuses. This approach has encouraged families to entrust women with coffee sales, leading to
increased financial inclusion and domestic harmony. Women now
contribute more significantly to household decisions and expenses,
enhancing their economic stability.

The initiative also includes a cooperative savings society, enabling
members to save and borrow funds, further empowering them
economically. By shifting the dynamics in the coffee value chain,
Ugandan women are not only improving their livelihoods but also
challenging traditional gender roles and fostering a more inclusive
and equitable agricultural sector. This transformation aligns with
broader efforts to promote women’s economic empowerment and participation in decision-making,
contributing to  sustainable development and gender equality in Uganda.
https://www.africanews.com/2025/05/10/how-ugandan-women-are-taking-control-of-the-coffee-

business/

Engendering Somalia’s Marine Sector: A Renewed Commitment to Gender Equality
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Wlth the support of the Un1ted Nations, Somalia joined the international community in celebrating
' the International Day for Women in Maritime, hosting a
special event to honor the critical contributions of women
in the country’s maritime sector. The celebration
highlighted the vital, though often under recognized, roles
Somali women play in sea-based industries, while also
acknowledging the persistent challenges they face.

Despite systemic gender barriers, Somali women continue
to break new ground in maritime professions. The event
served as both a celebration of progress and a call to action for continued efforts to promote gender
equality in this traditionally male-dominated field.

During the ceremony, Somali officials announced the launch of a
new initiative aimed at empowering women through education
and job creation. Fartun Abdukadir, Deputy Minister of Ports and
Marine Transport, reaffirmed the government's commitment to
dismantling the barriers that hinder women's full participation in
the maritime sector. She pledged to fight discrimination and to
create more employment and leadership opportunities for Somali
women.

This milestone aligns with the WPS Agenda, promoting women’s
active involvement in economic sectors as a cornerstone of national resilience and stability. It
reinforces the urgent need for inclusive policies that support women’s leadership in peacebuilding,
security, and sustainable development.

https://wwTVw.africanews.com/2025/05/20/somalia-celebrates-the-international-day-for-women-

in-maritime/

Libya: Civilians Caught in Militia Clashes

In May 2025, Tripoli, Libya, experienced its most intense fighting in years following the
assassination of Abdel Ghani al-Kikli, the commander of the Stability Support Apparatus (SSA). Al-
Kikli, a prominent militia leader accused of serious human rights violations, was killed under
unclear circumstances at the headquarters of the 444th Combat Brigade, a group aligned with the
Government of National Unity (GNU). His death triggered violent clashes between rival militias,
including the 444th Brigade and the Special Deterrence Force (RADA), particularly in Tripoli’s Abu
Salim neighborhood. The fighting resulted in at least six deaths, including civilians, and caused
significant disruptions to daily life, prompting suspension of schools and university activities. A
ceasefire was announced on May 14, but sporadic violence and protests against the GNU continued.
The United Nations has expressed concern over the violence, warning that attacks on civilians could
constitute war crimes.

This incident underscores Libya’s ongoing struggle with militia influence and political instability
since the 2011 uprising that ousted Muammar Gaddafi. These recent clashes also have serious
implications on the WPS agenda, as women and girls face heightened risks amid the violence. They
encounter increased barriers to accessing essential services and protection, while incidents of
gender-based violence escalate due to the conflict and displacement. Yet, response mechanisms are
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often underfunded or absent, leaving affected women and girls without adequate support.

There is a threat to local peace efforts, as the WPS agenda emphasizes women’s participation in
peacebuilding and conflict resolution. Renewed militia fighting undercuts grassroots efforts led by
Libyan women’s groups for reconciliation and community safety. The clashes have therefore
deepened instability, sidelined women from peace efforts, and exposed civilians, especially women
to increased violence and insecurity. These developments are a setback to the WPS Agenda’s core
pillars ~ of  participation,  protection,  prevention, and relief and  recovery.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/05/20/libya-civilians-caught-militia-clashes

South Sudan Refugees in Ethiopia Face Health Catastrophe

An international charity has warned of a looming health
catastrophe among South Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia,
citing surging cholera cases and widespread
malnutrition in overcrowded camps near the border. In
a statement issued by Doctors Without Borders, also
known as Medecins Sans Frontieres mentioned that the
local health system is overwhelmed and unable to cope
with the needs of tens of thousands of new arrivals.

Women and girls are disproportionately affected, with
rising risks of gender-based violence and inadequate maternal
health services. This crisis highlights urgent gaps in the WPS
Agenda implementation, particularly the need to protect
displaced women in conflict-affected regions and ensure their
access to essential services. Strengthening WPS commitments
is vital to safeguarding women’s and girls” rights and well-
being.

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/5/23/south-sudan-
refugees-in-ethiopia-face-health-catastrophe-charity-warns/

Haiti running out of HIV medication due to USAID funding cuts

Haiti is confronting a severe HIV medication shortage following substantial United States foreign
aid cuts, particularly the reduction of the USAID funding. This crisis jeopardizes the health of over
150,000 individuals living with HIV, as numerous clinics have closed, and antiretroviral drug
supplies dwindle. Women and girls are disproportionately affected by aid cuts. The suspension of
the Determined, Resilient, Empowered, AIDS-free, Mentored, and Safe (DREAMS) program,
which focused on reducing new HIV infections among adolescent girls and young women, has
curtailed access to the essential HIV prevention, education, and maternal health services.
Additionally, the halt of pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrPEP) services except for pregnant and
lactating women has heightened the risk of new infections.

This situation underscores the urgent need for sustained international support to protect
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vulnerable populations, especially women and girls, in Haiti's ongoing fight against
HIV/AIDS https://www.africannews.com/2025/05/25/haiti-running-out-of-hiv-medication-due-
to-usaid-funding-cuts/

Conclusion

This month’s bulletin shows that the WPS agenda remains relevant and urgent in the face of
escalating conflicts, humanitarian crises, and persistent structural gender inequalities. From Libya
to South Sudan, from Burkina Faso to Uganda, the lived realities of women and girls reveal the
combined effects of violence, climate change, and exclusion from decision-making. Yet, these
realities also highlight extraordinary courage, innovation, and feminist agency across diverse
contexts. Whether through reimagining local economies, building solidarity movements, or leading
in climate and humanitarian response, women continue to redefine peace and resilience from the
ground up.

As we move closer to the commemoration of 25 years of the WPS agenda, we must recommit to a
WPS agenda that is transformative, inclusive, and resourced. This means investing in feminist
leadership, demanding accountability from duty bearers, and ensuring that policies and
programmes are responsive to the intersectional needs of women and girls. The stories and analysis
shared in this issue are a call to action for governments, development partners, civil society, and
communities to protect the gains made, and to boldly advance the rights, dignity, and power of
African women and girls.

RECENT CALLS FOR APPLICATIONS!!!
Cartier Women'’s Initiative: Call for Applications!

Cartier Women's Initiative (CWI) is now accepting applications for their 2026 cohort. Fellows
receive human and social capital support, along with financial support of up to 100,000 USD.

CWI is an annual international entrepreneurship program that aims to unlock change by
empowering mission-driven founders. Founded in 2006, the program is open to women-run and
women-owned businesses from any country and sector that aim to have a strong sustainable social
and/or environmental impact.

Apply by June 24, 2025: https://www .cartierwomensinitiative.com/regional-awards

United Nations DPPA Women In Ceasefire Negotiations Course: Call for Application.

Apply by July 11, 2025.
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UNITED NATIONS
WOMEN IN CEASEFIRE

NEGOTIATIONS COURSE

From 2 September to 12 November 2025

“Ceasefires are nof only abouf stopping the fghting befween belligerenfs. Effectfive ceasefire agreemenis profect
civillans and enable humanitarian access fo vulrerable populations. From a polifical standpoint ceasefires are @ major
opportunify to sef the foundafion for inclusive and comprehensive peace falks."

Rosemary A. DiCarlo, Under-Secretary-General for Political and Paacebuilding Affairs.

There is groming empincal evidence supporting fhe idea that inclusive ceasefire negotiations lay the groundwork for
establishing lasting peace and enable societies to rebuild after viclent conflict. Howewer, women are systematically
undermepresented as direct participants in ceasefire negoliatons and implementation. This course therefore seeks o hone
the technical skills of women peacemakers and negotiators te enable their meaningful participation in ceasefire and
security arrange meni negodiations and implementation. The course is jointly organized by the Mediation Support Unit, and
the Gender, Peace and Security Unit of the Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs of the United Mations.

METHODOLOGY

The course will ba conducted online and in English
only. Two 120-minute live sessions are held each
week for 10 weeks. The course is divided into six
madules, covering ceasefire typologies, women's
inclusion strategies, comtents of ceasefire

agreements, manitoring and verfication mechanisms,

protection of civilians, and implementation issues.

There will also be live sessions
with high-level guest speakers to
hear personal stories from senior
women negofiators and
mediators in past and present
ceasefire processes.

REQUIREMENTS AND REGISTRATION

The course targets mid and senior level women mediators,
women negoelators from confliet parties, and women
pezcemakers. Consideration will be given to geagraphic,
contextual and cultural diversities. UM staff and consultanis
are not eligible to apply.

Farticipants are selected on the basis of their surment. or
possible futwre, involvement in ceasefire or security
amangement negotiations or implementation.

Eligible women candidates ar® invited to apply by
completing this Apgplication Form by 11 July 2025.

For further inform ation, please contact the Women in
Ceasefires team at Women-in-ceasefires@un.org.
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